
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 26 May 2020] 

 p3125b-3126a 
Mr Kevin Michel; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — INTRASTATE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

355. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Premier: 
I refer to the regional borders that were put in place to protect Western Australians and to help contain the spread 
of COVID-19. Can the Premier outline to the house what the lifting of regional borders that was announced 
yesterday will mean for Western Australians—in particular, those in the Pilbara? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. He is a small business owner and a strong advocate for businesses 
across the mighty Pilbara of Western Australia. I thank him for that work. 

Over the course of this week, we are further relaxing the regional borders within Western Australia. That means 
that most of the regional borders will come down as of 11.59 on Thursday night this week. When we put the 
regional borders in place, it was a very difficult decision, but we put them in place on the basis of health advice to 
stop the spread of COVID-19 around Western Australia, bearing in mind that the higher preponderance of the 
illness was in the Perth metropolitan area at that time. When we put the borders in place, new cases were increasing, 
and were in the double digits, each and every day. We put the regional borders in place at a time when regional 
people were requesting them, and I recall a range of members in this house calling for regional borders across 
Western Australia. 

The borders have been a big logistical exercise. The Western Australia Police Force and the State Emergency 
Service, in particular, have done a very good job. The Chief Health Officer says that the borders have been effective 
in constraining any spread of COVID-19. The borders have caused some inconvenience and cost to people across 
regional Western Australia, and I am very sorry that that has occurred to many people across the state. 

Two weeks ago, we released the road map for easing restrictions, and we are now seven days into phase 2 of the 
road map. Schools are open, larger gatherings of 20 people are in place, non-contact sport is happening, we have 
encouraged people to return to the workplace, and our regional travel restrictions were reduced from 13 boundaries 
to just four. The Chief Health Officer is satisfied that we can further reduce the regional boundaries in time for the 
long weekend this weekend. 

At 11.59 on Thursday night, Western Australia’s regional travel restrictions will be eased further, in time for the 
Western Australia Day long weekend. From this Friday, people will be able to travel all over WA, except for the 
Kimberley and the biosecurity zones. We are working closely with the commonwealth government to bring down 
the commonwealth biosecurity areas in the north of the state. We will make further decisions about the 274 remote 
Aboriginal communities around Western Australia and the sort of measures that we might put in place. We do 
not think that the restrictions for the Kimberley, the east Pilbara and the Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku will come 
down until at least 5 June. We will make further decisions, as I said, about remote communities in the lead-up to 
that time. 

I would like to thank everyone for their patience and I encourage all Western Australians, particularly those from 
the metropolitan area, who are itching to get out and see the state, to please get out there and see Western Australia. 
People should spend within our borders the money that they would otherwise have spent on an international holiday. 
All that money that people were going to put into Bali, Thailand, Britain or America, please put it into Geraldton, 
Bunbury, Albany and Kalgoorlie, and enjoy the great — 

Mr R.S. Love: What about Kalbarri? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: And Kalbarri! I went to Kalbarri last year on holiday, and it was a lovely place. People 
should please put that money into regional communities, of which there are too many to mention, and ensure that 
they support our regional tourism businesses. There is so much to see and do across regional Western Australia, 
and now is the opportunity. 

Obviously, we have kept in place our border arrangement with the eastern states, and we intend to keep it in place 
for the foreseeable future because we believe, on health advice, that is an important protection for the people of 
our state. 
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